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ROWDIES REIGN AGAIN
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THE CROSSWORD, RESURRECTED
PAGE 7

The Tampa Bay Rowdies secure the No. 1
playoff seed in the Eastern Conference.

St. Petersburg City Council candidate Richie
Floyd urges students to tune into local
politics.

The crossword puzzle makes a haunting
return to the pages of The Crow’s Nest.
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The Crow’s Nest at USFSP

Rise and SHINE:

Mural festival returns for seventh year

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

St. Petersburg’s seventh annual SHINE Mural festival wrapped up on Oct. 24, adding 21 new murals to the city. Local artist Leo
Gomez’s mural (pictured above) celebrates healthcare workers with a kind message, “Can’t thank you enough.”
>> SEE SHINE on P4

Confirmed SG results verify USFSP’s
new campus representatives
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

S

tudent Government
midterm election
results were
confirmed on Oct. 22,
validating the seats of USF
St. Petersburg’s five new
Senators and seven new
Campus Council members.
Like the preliminary
results suggested, every
student who campaigned
in the election won a seat.
However, Campus Council
candidate Abigail Baker, who
won 68 votes, did not accept
her seat, leaving one opening
on Campus Council.
St. Petersburg’s new
senators are Kande DaCosta,
Valeria Ferrari, Taylor
Herman, Iris Van der Zeen
and Lucas Walters.
With 101 votes, DaCosta
was the most popular Senate
candidate, which, for her, was
“very unreal.”

“I knew that I had the
support of the student body,
but to have won the popular
vote – I was on cloud nine,”
DaCosta said. “I am beyond
grateful for the support
I have received from my
fellow peers throughout my
campaign and on election
day.”
Now that her seat is
confirmed, DaCosta, a
freshman finance major,
plans to fulfill her campaign
promises.
“I hope to build
meaningful connections with
my fellow peers and help
create an effective budget that
would allow clubs on campus
to have proper funding for
activities,” DaCosta said.
“Additionally, I will be an
advocate for minorities across
campus no matter their race,
gender, sexuality or ethnicity.”
>> SEE SG RESULTS on P3

From bell bottoms to butterfly clips:
USF Homecoming throws it back
By Sofía García Vargas
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

F

rom Oct. 31 to Nov.
6, students can
showcase their USF
spirit in a series of events
and activities, culminating
in a headlining concert
throughout the university’s
three campuses. Every event
will highlight iconic moments
from the ‘70s, ‘80s, ‘90s and
2000s.
Director of Traditions at
Harborside Activities Board
(HAB) Allison Richards
said that “[the board] wants
Homecoming week to be
something that all students
enjoy and remember.”
For the St. Petersburg
campus, events will kick
off on Monday with
Homecoming Tabling where
students can get a swag bag
and learn about the activities
of the week.

COURTESY OF USF

Homecoming Week events run Oct. 31 to Nov. 6
throughout all of USF’s campuses.
Also on Monday will be
Karaoke Night in front of the
Student Life Center featuring
free DIY shirts and snacks.
Tuesday’s Thriller Nights
Homecoming Ball offers
students the chance to get on
the dance floor with fellow

Bulls and celebrate the newly
crowned Homecoming
royalty.
One of the year’s most
anticipated events, the
Cardboard Boat Race is also
one of Richard’s favorites.

>> SEE HOMECOMING on P3
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Cross-bridge blues: Students have mixed
thoughts on cross-campus commute
By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

U

nder the
consolidation
of all three USF
campuses as “OneUSF,”
broadened class offerings have
impacted the lives of students
for better and for worse.
Previously made complex
by the campuses’ separate
accreditations, students can
now sign up for classes across
all three campuses with ease.
But with new opportunities
come new issues.
“Not everyone has the
time, money, or even the car to
commute [across campuses],”
said Yoanna Shurdha, a St.
Petersburg double major in
management and business
analytics and information
systems.
The management and
business analytics and
information systems majors
are both part of the Muma
College of Business, located in
Tampa.
“Had I not had a car, I
would have had to skip out on
some of the classes I wanted/
needed to take and instead take
another one,” Shurdha said.
When consolidation was
proposed in 2018 through the
Florida Excellence in Higher
Education Act, leaders across
all three campuses convened
for a plan to expand resources
for all USF students.
In devising a smooth
shift into “OneUSF,” the
consolidation task force

recommended campus leaders
to “promote student mobility
for FCS [Florida College
System] students (and across
the three USF campuses) by
expanding access to a broader
array of courses and degree
programs.”
However, when
consolidation began taking
effect in summer 2020,
COVID-19 forced most
classes online without any
clear end.
Now more than a year after
the initial lockdown, many
classes have shifted to an inperson interface making the
once conceptual “OneUSF”
a visceral reality for students
having to commute from their
home campus to another.
With each campus holding
strengths in individual areas
of study, students like Shurdha
found both beneficial and
harmful aspects to making the
commute.
“It’s beneficial if there isn’t
a professor that’s teaching a
class you want in St. Pete,”
Shurdha said. “However,
we wouldn’t have a need to
go to other campuses if they
provided at least one section of
each class on the campuses.”
While many classes
are offered at both the St.
Petersburg and Tampa
campuses, student schedules
can be subjected to registration
and scheduling conflicts.
“I believe it’s the
university’s responsibility
to make sure students have
access to the education they

GAVIN HADRO | THE CROW’S NEST

Taking classes across all three USF campuses has never been easier due to
consolidation.
applied to and pay for rather
than having students bend
over backwards to get to these
classes and/or simply figuring
out how to fit them in their
schedules,” Shurdha said.
However, not all students
perceive the commute as an
inconvenience.
Edward Lasek is an
integrated public relations
junior, a program unique to
the Tampa campus, and felt
he made the right decision
when he chose to take his
first in-person class at the St.
Petersburg campus.
After transferring from
Hillsborough Community
College in 2020, Lasek has
only taken online courses at
USF up to this point.

Lasek told The Crow’s Nest
that his overall experience
commuting from his home
in Tampa has been made less
difficult due to working and
spending leisure time in St.
Petersburg.
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
said he has not received
any negative feedback from
students who are required
to commute to fulfill class
requirements.
“There is a big difference
between wanting and needing
to take a course on a different
campus. It’s not acceptable
to ask students to commute
to Tampa or Sarasota for a
required course because it’s
not offered on our campus,”

Tadlock said. “However,
I have not heard of that
happening and we go to great
lengths to ensure students can
get the courses they need here
in St. Petersburg.”
Tadlock speculates that the
amount of commuting will
decrease in the coming years.
“Online course offerings
are only expected to
grow... Also, because of
consolidation, we are in the
process of bringing more
programs and majors to the
USF branch campuses. This
will also cut down on any
commuting.”

Hospitality management major proposed at
St. Petersburg and Tampa
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

P

rospective USF
students looking to
climb the ranks as an
event planner, hotel manager
or executive chef may soon
be able to earn a hospitality
management degree from
any of the university’s three
campuses.
USF’s hospitality
management major is
currently housed at the
Sarasota-Manatee campus and
is primarily classroom-based.
But a proposed hybrid model
of the program will make the
major available to students at
St. Petersburg and Tampa.
An agreement by the St.
Petersburg and SarasotaManatee campuses, Muma
College of Business, and the
School of Hospitality and
Tourism Management was
signed on Oct. 13, initiating
the first step of the program’s
transition to a hybrid model.
St. Petersburg Regional

Chancellor Martin Tadlock
announced the proposed
change during a St. Petersburg
Campus Board meeting on
Oct. 14.
“We’ve heard from our
community for several years
that they would like the
[hospitality management]
major offered in St.
Petersburg, so this is a nice
addition to this campus,”
Tadlock said. “We can add
it to our list of opportunities
for students to come here, to
a very distinctive place, and
get prepared for that industry.
We’re very pleased with that.”
If approved by USF’s
accrediting agency, Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on
Colleges (SACSCOC), the
hybrid model will be available
to students at all three
campuses next fall.
With the hybrid model,
a minimum 50% of the
classes will be synchronous
online. It will be designed
to accommodate a four-year

COURTESY OF USF

USF’s hospitality management major is currently housed at the SarasotaManatee campus.
degree path for first-time-incollege students and a twoyear path for transfer students
with an associate degree.
According to Carrie
O’Brion, St. Petersburg
director of communications

and marketing, it’s too soon in
the process for USF to begin
marketing the hospitality
management major to
prospective St. Petersburg and
Tampa students.

If the hybrid model is
approved, the hospitality
management major will
continue to house its
administrative activity at
Sarasota-Manatee.
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SG RESULTS, continued from P1

HOMECOMING, continued from P1

Herman, a freshman
political science major, was
elected to both Senate and
Campus Council, meaning
she had to choose which seat
she preferred to fill. Though
she chose to fill the Senate
seat, she felt “super honored”
to win both.
“I would have loved to
fill either position,” Herman
said. “However, I ended up
choosing the Senate seat
because I wanted to take on
the commitment and be more
engaged with the student
body and all of the activities
and programs at USF.”
Getting students involved
and learning about what
concerns the campus
community is a priority for
Herman now that her seat is
confirmed.
“As a senator, I aim to
get to know more about the
students and staff at USFSP
and their thoughts and
opinions on certain campus
issues,” Herman said. “It
is also my goal to try and
increase student engagement
in the government process
or even more importantly in
USF activities as a whole.”
The campus’ new Campus
Council members are
Chevaughn Bashford, Julia
Bailey, Reanna Cowan, Jalise
Martinez, Maya Morant and
Jayden Sutliff.
Bashford, a senior
environmental science and
policy major who was also
elected to Senate and Campus
Council, said he was happy
but a “bit surprised” by the
results. He thanks those who
voted him for both positions,

“I am most excited about
our Cardboard Boat Race
event. We haven’t had it occur
outside in its full capacity
in years, plus it’s a classic
tradition on the St. Pete
campus,” Richards said.
Wednesday night will
bring “classic retro aerobics”
with Rhythm of the Night
led by Dwayne Isaacs at the
Student Success Center.
Thursday promises
excitement for USF students
as rapper T-Pain headlines
the Homecoming Concert
in Tampa. It will be the
university’s first in-person
concert since fall 2019.
Tickets will go on sale Oct.
28.
The same night in St.
Petersburg, a screening of
“The Goonies” will play on
Harbor Walk as part of HAB’s
Screen on the Green.
On Friday, Rocky’s
Rockin’ Roller Rink will
transform the Gold Parking
Lot into a skating party,
inviting students to “skate the
night away and make some
memories.”
Also Friday, the USF
men’s soccer team will
celebrate alumni and senior
night by facing Temple
University at Tampa’s Corbett
Stadium. This will be the
team’s last regular match of
the season.
As part of the 25 years of
football celebration, students
can close out the week’s

ANNA BRYSON | THE CROW’S NEST

Results of the Student Government midterm
elections were confirmed on Oct. 22.
but he chose to fill the
Campus Council seat.
“I chose to be a Campus
Council representative
because I believe that is
where I will be able to best
serve the St. Petersburg
campus,” Bashford said. “I
look forward to effectively
representing the interests of
the community members on
the St. Petersburg campus and
in particular the interests of
the student population.”
As a confirmed Campus
Council member, Bashford
plans to not only support the
campus community, but to
also introduce “new ideas” to
further improve “our already
amazing campus.”
Of USF St. Petersburg’s
3,738 eligible voters, 184 cast
their ballots, marking a 4.92%
voter turnout.
This year’s midterm
election saw a 3.85% jump
in turnout from fall 2020’s
special and midterm elections
that yielded a dismal 1.07%.
St. Petersburg Assistant
Director of Student
Engagement Bob Herron is
excited about the increase
in voter participation this
semester.

“I think this engagement
shows a desire from our
students, particularly our
new students here in St.
Petersburg, to be active and
involved on campus in an
effort to really take-in all our
campus has to offer while
serving in roles empowered to
make change,” Herron said.
“I believe this is just the
tip of the iceberg of Student
Government engagement
from our students, postconsolidation,” Herron said.
Herron hopes that
the campus’s new SG
representatives will be strong
leaders and gain formative
experience for their future
careers.
“I hope, and I expect, to
see these students lead from a
perspective of inclusiveness,
service and continuous
learning as they gain practical
experience, preparing
them for their careers postgraduation,” Herron said.
Students’ next opportunity
to cast their ballots for
campus representatives is the
SG general election in spring
2022.
Applications to campaign
in the general election will
open during the spring
semester.

events by cheering on USF as
the team takes on University
of Houston on Saturday at
Raymond James Stadium.
Different events will be
held for USF alumni who
still like to get involved with
the community, including a
luncheon, Homecoming party,
parade and more.
As this year marks St.
Petersburg’s largest incoming
freshman class, Richards said
that Homecoming Week is
“a great way to show all the
new students how beautifully
unique out campus is and to
all the returning students it’s a
nice welcome back.”
“Our goal during the
whole process was to create
events that we would love
to go to and I believe we
accomplished that. I can’t
wait for the staff and students
to finally experience our
events starting Nov. 1,”
Richards said.
For more information
on event times, dates and
locations visit usf.edu/
student-affairs/homecoming/
To stay updated with USF’s
Homecoming Week, follow
HAB’s Instagram account
@usfhab, the Homecoming
Instagram account
@usfhabtraditions, or by
texting ‘HAB’ to 76626.

COURTESY OF KANDE DACOSTA
COURTESY OF CHEVAUGHN BASHFORD

Senior environmental
science and policy
major Chevaughn
Bashford confirmed
his Campus Council
seat after being elected
to both Senate and
Campus Council.

Freshman finance
major Kande DaCosta
confirmed her Senate
seat and plans to
advocate “for minorities
across campus no
matter their race,
gender, sexuality or
ethnicity.”

COURTESY OF TAYLOR HERMAN

Freshman political
science major Taylor
Herman confirmed her
Senate seat after being
elected to both Senate
and Campus Council.

COURTESY OF USF

HAB Director of Traditions Allison Richards hopes
homecoming week will “be something that all
students enjoy and remember.”
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St. Petersburg art community SHINES
during seventh annual mural festival
By Aubrey Carr
aubrey15@usf.edu

F

rom Oct. 15 through
24, SHINE Mural
Festival returned to
St. Petersburg for its seventh
year, bringing a splash of
color to the city.
Organized by the St.
Petersburg Arts Alliance,
SHINE invited 21 artists from
around the world to spread
their creative touch with
beautiful works of art painted
on walls around the city.
The international affair
differed from last year’s
festival, which hosted only
local talent due to COVID-19
concerns.
Included in this year’s
artist lineup were seven St.
Petersburg locals: Jenipher

Chandley, Miss Crit, aka
Laura Spencer, Reid Jenkins,
Aurailieus Artist, Leo Gomez,
iBOMS, aka Jabari ReedDiop, and SHINE curator
Chad Mize.
The festival took visitors
on a tour of St. Petersburg’s
downtown, with stops
spanning from the breweries
of the Warehouse Art District
to the local restaurants of
Central Avenue.
SHINE featured 16
standalone murals spread
throughout the city, as well
as five “bright spots” –
community-based murals
designed to reflect local
values.
Mural topics ranged
widely, from Woes Martin’s
street-art vision of rabid
panda bears to Gomez’s

inspirational hand lettered
thank you to healthcare
workers.
This year’s event added
to the 76 SHINE artworks
already adorning the city’s
walls from previous years’
festivals.
As the muralists publicly
decorated the streets, festival
attendees had a unique chance
to watch the creative process
unfold.
Art loving USF St.
Petersburg students took
advantage of the opportunity,
embracing the creativity that
the SHINE Festival presented.
“The SHINE Festival is a
great outlet for those who are
visual communicators,” said
Nilah Neely, a graphic design
junior. “[The festival] adds to
the liveliness of downtown St.

Petersburg and shows off the
talent that lies within the heart
of the city.”
Michelle Wang, a freshman
biology major, applauded the
passion of SHINE.
“It’s my first year in St.
Petersburg, and comparing
that to where I’m from, it is
just so much more expressive.
Like with this festival, you
can see art everywhere
you go,” Wang said. “It is
so cool to see everyone’s
different ways of expressing
themselves.”
The festival also featured
a variety of artistic events,
including gallery showings
and a “graffiti train show” in
which artists spray-painted
derailed train cars.
Many of the mural artists
also created smaller pieces

for inclusion in Morean Arts
Center’s SHINE 2021 exhibit,
“Where Street and Studio Art
Collide.” The exhibit is on
display until Oct. 27.
Though the event is over,
the murals for all of SHINE
can be seen around downtown
for years to come.
To find a map of mural
locations, and updates
on next year’s SHINE
Mural Festival, visit
StPetersburgArtsAlliance.
org. For information on the
SHINE 2021 art exhibit, visit
MoreanArtsCenter.org
All photos courtesy of
Aubrey Carr.

Houston, TX, artist Emily Ding’s murals focus on
wildlife.

St. Petersburg artist Leo Gomez’s assistant works to help finish the mural.

Miami artist Nicole Salgar works on her Latininspired piece.

Tampa Bay artist Jared Wright’s surreal painting features an owl covered in
clouds and a snake patterned after the night sky.

Los Angeles artist Woes Martin marks St.
Petersburg as his own with his signature
“emotional panda bears.”
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Tampa Bay can’t stop winning: Rowdies
secure No. 1 seed with 3-0 win over Miami
By Max Steele
CONTRIBUTOR

O

n Oct. 20, the
Tampa Bay
Rowdies capped
off their final home game of
the regular season with a 3-0
victory over Miami FC at Al
Lang Stadium. After clinching
the United Soccer League
Championship’s (USLC)
Atlantic Division title earlier
this month, Wednesday night’s
win secured the Rowdies the
top playoff seed in the Eastern
Conference.
The first goal came early,
as Rowdies forward Sebastián
Guenzatti wasted no time
finding the back of Miami’s
net and put his team ahead in
only the third minute of play.
This marked Guenzatti’s 20th
goal of the season, a new
record for the organization.
With no other goals in the
first half, Tampa Bay held the
advantage at 1-0 as the two
teams headed into the locker

By Adriana Reeves
adreeves@usf.edu
MONDAY
Kick-off Halloween
week with a trip to ScreamA-Geddon! With multiple
attractions spread across
acres of terror in Dade City,
anyone is guaranteed a
frightening experience. The
haunted experience happens
at 27839 Saint Joe Road
and tickets start at $31.95.
To purchase tickets, visit
screamageddon.com.

TUESDAY
Downtown Tampa has
crafted a virtual scavenger
Halloween Hunt along
the Riverwalk. Individuals
and groups will solve
riddles, puzzles and tasks

rooms.
The Rowdies kept the
pressure on in the second half
and Guenzatti added another
tally mark to his historic
season with a second goal in
the 71st minute.
Only five minutes later,
forward Steevan Dos Santos
sealed the game as he
crushed a volley past Miami’s
goalkeeper and put Tampa Bay
up 3-0.
Despite only possessing
the ball for 36% of the
game, the Rowdies were
able to capitalize off their
opportunities and come out
victorious.
Thanks to an impressive
match from his defensive
line, Rowdies’ goalkeeper
Raiko Arozarena secured a
clean sheet in his debut game
for the team. Raiko’s older
brother, Tampa Bay Rays’ star
outfielder Randy Arozarena,
was seen in attendance
supporting his brother’s first
start.

to compete for first place.
It is free to compete
and players will need
to download the Mobile
Adventures App and scan
the QR codes on the ground
at the Tampa Riverwalk.
For more information, visit
thetampariverwalk.com.

WEDNESDAY
The St. Pete Beach
Public Library at 365
73rd Ave. is setting the
spooky season mood with a
showing of “Beetlejuice.”
The Tim Burton 1988
classic features Michael
Keaton, Winona Ryder, Alec
Baldwin and more as they
try to wrangle an exuberant
spirit. The Fresh Film
event is free and showtime

MAX STEELE | THE CROW’S NEST

The Rowdies defensive line shut out Miami, not allowing a shot on target
throughout the entire game.
With playoffs not kicking
off until November, the
Rowdies hit the road for the
last two games of the regular
season, traveling to Virginia

to face Loudoun United on
Oct. 23 and then Nevada to
finish off against the Las Vegas
Lights FC on Oct. 30.

is at 5:30 p.m. For more
details, search the event on
stpetebeach.org.

short creepy plays that were
inspired by St. Petersburg
and Florida legends. All
funds raised will benefit
Wordier Than Thou’s
literary arts. Tours run
hourly from 6 to 9 p.m. and
tickets are $15. To purchase
tickets, search the event on
eventbrite.com.

THURSDAY
Who doesn’t love a good
Trunk-or-Treat? The St.
Pete Beach Community
Center is hosting all the
goblins and ghouls from
5 to 8 p.m. at 7701 Boca
Ciega Drive. It is free to
attend, but registration is
required. To register, search
the event on stpetebeach.
org.

FRIDAY
Florida is no stranger
to spooky folklore. The
Read No More: A Haunted
Literary Tour will explore

SATURDAY
Can you even think
of anything scarier than
a haunted carnival? The
Pied Piper’s Haunted
Carnival is making a stop
at Armature Works at 1910
N. Ola Ave. in Tampa. It
will be family-friendly until
7 p.m., where it will evolve
into a spooky experience.
The carnival will have fun

Max Steele is a junior
digital communication and
multimedia journalism major
at USF St. Petersburg.

rides, delicious foods and
DJs. Tickets start at $15 for
adults and can be purchased
at piedpiper.uvtix.com.

SUNDAY
St. Petersburg is shutting
down 22 blocks for the
Halloween on Central
event. Dress in your
costume and explore all the
local businesses that make
the city so amazing. There
will be costume contests,
trick-or-treating, local
vendors and entertainment.
The event is free and starts
at noon and ends at 5 p.m.
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OPINION: Why you should care about local politics
By Richie Floyd
CONTRIBUTOR

A

THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
and its surrounding community. The
Crow’s Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.

Reach Us

t a time when
national politics
are becoming
increasingly flamboyant
and ratings-driven, it’s
understandable that many
choose to not engage in local
politics. Local issues rarely
carry the gravitas of the
national horse race, despite
“Florida Man’s” best efforts to
keep us entertained.
But it’s a mistake for
young people to tune out of
local politics, since it has the
largest and most direct impact
on our daily lives. Our cost
of living, from rent to utility
bills, is largely dictated by
the politics of city hall, not
Washington D.C.
Municipal leaders
can create innovative

approaches to the problems
of tuition cost, environmental
degradation and climate
change, discrimination, labor
law and much more. It’s
imperative that the people
with the largest stake in the
future have a say in these
decisions.
In St. Petersburg we
have an affordable housing
crisis, increasing water bills
and the looming threat of
environmental disaster. All
of these issues are going to
be addressed at some level
by the people we elect to the
municipal government.
For example, the city’s
fight against the rising sea
level will largely depend
on the mayor and City
Council; these officials will
decide where to invest key
infrastructure to protect our
coast.

USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com
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COURTESY OF RICHIE FLOYD

Floyd’s campaign volunteers gather for their
weekly canvass to get out the vote.

COURTESY OF RICHIE FLOYD

Richie Floyd is a middle
school science teacher,
and former aerospace
engineer.
we need to vote in our local
races.
You can do just that in
St. Petersburg’s Municipal
General Election on Nov. 2.
Find your polling place at
votepinellas.com, make a
plan and vote.
Richie Floyd is a St.
Petersburg City Council
candidate representing
District 8. To learn
more about City Council
candidates, the general
election and how to register
to vote, visit stpete.org/
government/elections/index.
php.

Car-free Halloween keeps St. Petersburg healthy
By Mykayla Grecco
CONTRIBUTOR

B

acked up traffic
and the struggle
to find parking
in downtown won’t be a
problem this Oct. 31 thanks
to Halloween on Central, an
event hosted by Car-Free St.
Pete.
The event will will close
off 22 blocks of Central
Ave. to celebrate the spooky
season.
Car-Free St. Pete is an
environmentally friendly
initiative.
Event coordinator Nicole
Roberts came up with the idea
for the event in hopes that

Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no more
than 500 words. Writers must include
their full name. In addition, USF faculty
should include their title, department
and extension. All letters are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Letters can
be sent to
akanderson1@usf.edu
with subject title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Where available, additional copies
may be purchased for 10 cents each by
contacting the newspaper’s editor-inchief or managing editor. Newspaper
theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
university discipline.

The involvement of young
people in local politics can
make the difference between
infrastructure funds being
spent to protect the assets of
the rich and well connected,
or investment being provided
to the working class, minority,
and disproportionately
younger populations that are
most likely to be displaced.
My campaign for City
Council District 8 has insisted
on uplifting the issues most
important to the future of our
city, and this is a direct result
of the dozens of young people
and college students who have
helped us along the way.
We are fighting for housing
as a right, with long-term
affordability in mind; raising
wages in the city to increase
quality of life; fighting all
forms of discrimination in
housing and employment,
including racial, gender
preference and sexual
orientation; and ending our
city’s reliance on fossil fuels.
We will not be able to
accomplish these goals
without the involvement of
young people and college
students. We need the voices
of those with the most at stake
to be heard.
Getting involved in
political organizing will
be crucial to our collective
future, but at the very least,
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Central Avenue will be
closed to all vehicles on
Oct. 31.

COURTESY OF CAR-FREE ST. PETE

The event was organized by Car-Free St. Pete Coordinator Nicole Roberts to
increase foot-traffic for businesses.
the St. Petersburg community
would see benefits in making
roads less crowded.
“There’s great
environmental benefits to
closing off a major street,
because you’re eliminating
more people using their
vehicles, so that cuts down on
the carbon emissions that are
expelled,” Roberts said.
According to Roberts,
in Boise, Idaho, a street
was declared car-free, and
businesses have had a 30%
increase in consumer activity.
“Really our biggest thing
is to create almost a pilot of
[a car-free street] to show the
business owners that they can
still get business,” Roberts
said.
Keisha Thrift, owner
of Love Food Central, has
expressed her enthusiasm for

the event.
“I think it’s fantastic. I
say that it’s a great idea that
Central Avenue, our main
road, should be car-free. They
should offer an avenue for
bicyclists, people on scooters,
or people walking, just to be
safe. I personally ride my bike
a lot. So, I think it is a little
more dangerous when there’s
cars on the road,” Roberts
said.
Maria Hernandez Rivera, a
senior mass communications
major, expressed their interest
in the upcoming event.
“I think making Central
Avenue car-free could be an
incredibly good idea as long
as there is parking somewhere
for people who don’t live
here. The cars make it so hard
to move around freely and
take up so much of the beauty

and energy of St. Petersburg,”
said Hernandez.
To help keep the St.
Petersburg community
healthy, safe and beautiful, the
car-free event hopes to shed
light on how to do so.
Mykayla Grecco is a junior
digital communications and
multimedia journalism major
at USF St. Petersburg.
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USF celebrates National Transfer Student Week

By Candice Lovelace
CONTRIBUTOR

U

SF St. Petersburg
celebrated
transfer students
during National Transfer
Student Week with oncampus events all week
long.
National Transfer
Student Week (NTSW)
was held Oct. 18-22 and
celebrated transfer students
and the professionals who
support them along their
college journey. NTSW is
celebrated the third week of
October every year.
Transfer students make
up nearly 60% of USF’s
undergraduate enrollment.
The USF community
and the Tampa Bay area are
a great appeal to transfer
students, according to
Ashlee Torres, a sophomore
English major.
“Our campus has
the same type of feel as
community college,” said
Nicole Leary, a peer coach
and psychology major.
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Transfer students picking up freebies at the
celebration tent.
“I picked USFSP because were planned including
Transfer Bull-rritos, a
of St. Petersburg,” said
photo scavenger hunt and
Edyn Gottlieb, a senior
a transfer mixer at The
mass communications
major. “I love how involved Tavern.
Transfer Bull-rritos
and active the community
provided transfer students
is here and I wanted to live
with the opportunity to
somewhere beautiful.”
swap a shirt from their
NTSW kicked off
previous college in
Monday with free snow
exchange for a USF class
cones and other freebies.
shirt. Chipotle burritos were
More than 19 events

National Transfer Student Week was held from
Oct. 18-22.
also available for the first
100 students.
It’s important to build
awareness of common
transfer student challenges,
such as “transfer shock”
which results in a GPA
drop. USF supports transfer
students through events,
like NTSW, reminding them
that they belong at USF.

Candice Lovelace
is a senior mass
communications and
journalism major at USF St.
Petersburg.

Creepy crossword:

The puzzle returns for Halloween

DOWN
1. Something carved to light up your yard.
2. Something that goes down your spine.
3. It was a graveyard smash.
4. Something you’ll find in a witch’s house.
5. They’re in the belfry.
8. A house full of spirits and apparitions is _______.
Note: spaces and hyphens are included.

ACROSS
6. Another word for a ghost.
7. Something to describe the season.
9. A controversial Halloween treat.
10. Something that goes great with a leather face.
11. The full name for Halloween.
12. Someone who’s good with a broom and a
cauldron.
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Student spotlight: From canvasser to
future campaign manager
By Aubrey Carr
aubrey15@usf.edu

L

ocal elections are
coming up on
Nov. 2 and USF
St. Petersburg student Laura
Shaw wants young people to
get out and vote.
Shaw, a political science
freshman, has been involved
in politics the majority of
her life. Some of her earliest
memories are of her mother,
an immigrant from Ireland,
taking her along for door-todoor political campaigning,
also known as canvassing.

“My mom has always
been active in the Democratic
Party. I’ve been going to
meetings with her and
canvassing since I was 13,”
Shaw said.
From the early days of
accompanying her mother,
Shaw’s political resume has
only grown.
Her experiences include
interning for Patricia
Sigman for Florida Senate,
holding membership chair
of Seminole County Young
Democrats and being
parliamentarian for Florida
High School Democrats. She
has recently become Deputy

COURTESY OF LAURA SHAW

Shaw has been active in the Democratic Party
since her youth.

Supervisor of Elections for
Student Government.
Shaw has also volunteered
with the campaigns of
Stephanie Murphy and Joy
Goff-Marcil, two politicians
who have gone on to become
state representatives.
In the future, Shaw said
she does not wish to run for
any sort of political office.
Instead, she hopes to climb
the behind-the-scenes political
ladder, working for higher
level political candidates.
“My dream job would be
to be a campaign manager
on a federal Senate or House
race,” Shaw said.
Shaw also said she has
another, more personal, career
goal.
“I have a deal with my
best friend, Krunali. She’s
in public administration
and I want to work for her
campaign.”
Shaw’s political
experiences have kickstarted
another passion: getting
students to vote.
“It is important that
everyone votes because
politics affect us whether we
like it or not,” Shaw said.
“If you don’t vote, that’s a
choice, and that’s a choice
you’ll have to live with.”
Shaw stressed the
importance of every election,
rather than just larger federal
elections.
“Every election has an
impact on a person. We see
the presidential election
as a big one, but mayoral
elections, state elections – all
elections matter. Policy that
can change people’s lives is
enacted every day,” Shaw
said.
Although she wants to
see all students vote, Shaw
emphasized the importance
of voting for students who
are preparing to enter the
workforce.
“You want to have
politicians that represent the

COURTESY OF LAURA SHAW

Laura Shaw, a political science major, believes
everyone should vote.

COURTESY OF LAURA SHAW

Shaw (right) and a fellow demonstrator during
2018’s March for Our Lives rally.
kind of country you want to
live in and you want to work
in,” Shaw said.
According to Shaw, the
voter registration process
is not as hard as one may
presume.
“I know a lot of students
aren’t registered to vote …
It’s not something that they
prioritize but it is as simple
as pulling out your driver’s
license, going online to
whatever county you live
in and putting five minutes’
worth of information in, then
you have that opportunity to
vote,” Shaw said.
Shaw added that it is
important for Florida voters

to get a head start on their
registration, as the state
mandates all voters be
registered at least 29 days
before voting.
When asked why politics
and voting are so important
to her, Shaw’s answer was
simple: “I want to live in a
world where people have
opportunities to do anything
they want. I want to live in
a world where there are no
major setbacks for people.”
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